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Anthropology Overview

The Anthropology department offers courses that cover human 
nature and society in a global context. Students are exposed to the 
biological and cultural evolution of our species and the cultural 
worlds past, present and future. Forces that have shaped us and 
that we continuously shape are discussed within local, national and 
global perspectives. Students are encouraged to critically assess as 
well as celebrate the cultural diversity of our world. Anthropology 
courses fulfill Minnesota Transfer Curriculum requirements and 
graduation requirements.

Course      Cr
ANTH 1710 Introduction to
  Cultural Anthropology  4
ANTH 1720 Introduction to
  Physical Anthropology  4
ANTH 1730 Gender and Culture
  in Global Perspective  3
ANTH 1790 Special Topics in Anthropology 1-6

Department Faculty 
Shannon Trego  651.403.4074 shannon.trego@saintpaul.edu

ANTH 1710 Introduction to Cultural Anthropology 
This course introduces students to the concept of culture, anthropological 
methods and theories, and the unity and diversity of the human species. 
Culture is the means by which human beings adapt to their environment, 
structure their societies, and give meaning to life. The course surveys 
the similarities and differences of the complex whole of human culture, 
including: subsistence strategies; economics; marriage, family and kinship; 
gender; political organization; inequality; religion; colonialism; and 
globalization. There is a focus on current issues and problems, and their 
relationship to societal and global matters. (Prerequisite(s): READ 0721 or 
READ 0724 or EAPP 0860 with a grade of "C" or better, or appropriate 
assessment score) (MnTC: Goals 5 & 7) 4C/4/0/0

ANTH 1720 Introduction to Physical Anthropology 
This course examines human biological evolution and variation from the 
perspective of morphological and cultural adaptation. Discussion addresses 
the basis of human biology, including genetics, physiology, population 
dynamics, and adaptive mechanisms. Primates and human ancestors 
are explored as a comparative model of contemporary human behavior 
and social organization. The frameworks and arguments of fossil and 
archaeological evidence are investigated. Modern human biological diversity 
and adaptations are analyzed, with attention to disease environments and 
misconceptions of “race.” (Prerequisite(s): READ 0721 or READ 0724 or 
EAPP 0860 with a grade of "C" or better, or appropriate assessment score) 
(MnTC: Goals 5 & 10) 4C/4/0/0 

ANTH 1730 Gender and Culture in Global Perspective 
This course examines how sex, gender, and sexuality are culturally 
constructed through social structures, and how these influence the 
biological distinctions of male, female, and intersex individuals. Through 
a comparative approach, we will survey gender roles, values, and 
relative rank in various socioeconomic levels, including hunter-gatherer, 
horticultural, pastoral, agricultural, and industrial. Other material to 
explore will include the intersection between gender, race, class, and 
sexuality; the origins and consequences of patriarchy; the impact of the 
global economy on gender identities and self-perceptions; gender, politics, 
and social change; and the status of women and men in different kinship 
systems and families, and the power that accrues to them. (Prerequisite(s): 
READ 0721 or READ 0724 or EAPP 0860 with a grade of "C" or better, 
or appropriate assessment score) (MnTC: Goals 5 & 8) 3C/3/0/0 

ANTH 1790 Special Topics in Anthropology 
This course is designed to present additional or unique material and 
learning experiences within a specified discipline. The course will be based 
on student need, flexibility, and may be designed to meet various transfer 
and pre-major course requirements. Please see a current Course Schedule 
for complete course details. (Prerequisite(s): READ 0721 or READ 0724 or 
EAPP 0860 with a grade of "C" or better, or appropriate assessment score) 
(MnTC: Goal 5) Variable credits 1-6


